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time previously Moukhtar Pasha had inspected
the native troops stationed at Assouan, Korosko,
and Wadi Haifa. He was warm in his praises of
their efficiency. The young Khedive, who was,
of course, wholly ignorant of military matters,
took a different view from the trained veteran
who had commanded the splendid troops of his
sovereign in time of war. He poured forth a
stream of childish criticism on everything which
he saw. He insulted British officers. He did
his utmost to sow dissension in all the ranks of
the army. Ultimately, affairs came to a head
at Wadi Haifa. On January 19, General Kitchener
telegraphed to me:

This afternoon His Highness the Khedive on parade
made various observations disparaging to the English
commanding officers, and afterwards said to me that it
was in his opinion a disgrace that the Egyptian army
should be so inefficient. I immediately tendered my
resignation in respectful language. It has been evident
to me and others ever since the Khedive arrived at the
frontier that he has continually given expression to his
dislike of almost all the English officers, and his language
to-day has been the culminating point of a series of Tin-
justified criticisms* I, therefore, felt unable to pass by
His Highness' remarks reflecting on the Egyptian army
without making a formal protest for their honour and
credit. Thereupon the Khedive became Very cordial,
and begged me repeatedly to withdraw my resignation.
{told fiBs ;BSghness that if English officers were to be
rebuked in this public manner their position in,this
country would become almost untenable,, and that if this